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 December 10, 2006 
Greetings Everyone Out There ! ! !  
 
It probably Seems Like Forever since you’ve heard from me.  For me, it seems like yet another 

Lifetime.  Back in June, I had just compiled my “SJDMF Update” Celebrating Sean’s 7th Birthday when 
we were once again hit with another “100-year Flood.”  This was recorded as the 5th highest crest (April 
2005 was the 4th) with about 7’ of water in our garage & just under 4’ on the 1st floor of the house! 
Thanks to Everyone that called saying that you saw me Worldwide on Fox News.  Although hundreds of 
Families were impacted, the Most Important thing was there were No Injuries, nor Lives Lost! 

Then, to top things off, our home computer Crashed and Burned �  shortly after that, with me losing 
Lots of Valuable Data, including that file and most of Sean’s Update files over the past year ! ! �   �   �    
Word Up Y’All – Backup! Backup! Backup Yer Files ! ! !  For Real ! ! !   

Needless to say, between our 3rd flood in 2-years, work, school, & All of our “other” activities, it’s 
taken me a while to get in front of a “working” keyboard again!   

We Hope that All of You and Yours have been Healthy & Prosperous Summer & Fall!  Congrats to 
my Alma Mater – Wayland High School in Mass, for Winning their Division Superbowl! 

Despite all of our setbacks, we still continue to collect can tabs for the Philadelphia Ronald 
McDonald House (PRMH).  Last Spring, I got a call from our Good Friend Monika from USFMA in 
N.J.!  She was going to be moving down to Texas and said that she had tabs for us!  When she arrived, at 
our house, she had 7 Huge Boxes Filled with Over 100 lbs ! ! !  A few months ago, we got a few more 
boxes from her & our Friends up at USFMA!   Thanks So Much ! ! !  

After that load, on June 9, 2006, to Commemorate Sean’s 7th Birthday, we went to PRMH for our 
Annual Tab Run.  We arrived to find that it was “Collection Day” and the place hopping with folks 
loading a 8’ x 12’ container unit with their most recently collected tabs.   

 

 
PRMH Volunteers loading container unit with Tabs 

 
We entered the PRMH facility through their newly expanded Children’s Area wing, which they Did 

Really Well!  There are bunches of unique rooms, areas, and features for kids of all ages to enjoy!   
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Pam in the New Kid’s Area 

 
We first met PRMH Director Debra Roberts in the Community Kitchen.  While speaking with Debra, 

Program Director Elaine Roy happened to come by. We first met Elaine on our 1st Annual SJDMF Tab 
Run and have worked on other projects since then.  Thanks to the Help of Countless People, We Were 
Happy to Bring another SJDMF Check this year to Send 2 Kids to Ronald McDonald Camp, 550 Pound 
of Tabs (bringing our 7-yr Total to Over 4,850 Pounds!), Toys, and Games! ! !  �   �  �   

 

 
Pam Dolan, Debra Roberts, Chuck Dolan, Elaine Roy at PRMH 

 
We’d like to Thank Everyone that through the influence of the Sean James Dolan Memorial Fund 

have Helped So Many People!   
We’ve had 2 Separate pick-ups from the University Hospital of Pa’s “APU” Unit.  They assist 
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patients after surgical procedures, making sure they get fluids.  For Many years now, they’ve been 
collecting tabs for us!   

We got a call a few months back from Aunt Gail & Uncle Jack, who spent last summer helping out at 
Acadia National Park. During their “Off-time” they met up with some Friends from Michigan, whom they 
met through “Habitat for Humanity.” They Sent a box and 7 ExpressMail packages Filled with Tabs!   

We’ve also had a few collections from our Friends at Telcordia.  As you may know, I was “workforce 
adjusted” (Layed Off) in July 2005, after 15-years of mostly “8 x 25” Service.  I do miss some of my 
coworkers and friends, but I don’t miss the sleepless nights or extra 10 – 15 lbs I had!  We Really 
Appreciate that they’re still busy collecting Tabs for us.  In fact, today I picked up an Apple crate and a 
copy paper box Full of Tabs!!  We Appreciate Miriam & Cindy to continue their tab collecting efforts! 

I’ve since been given an Awesome Opportunity since last February to be a full-time student in the 
Electrician program at CHI Institute in Southampton, PA.  Classmates like Tony M. & Lee have already 
brought us Pounds of Tabs!  I will be completed with classes the week of 12/Jan/7.   

Thanks also to the Yardley Knights of Columbus, Shear Expressions Hair in Edison, NJ, Dave & 
Gail, Jack & Lydia, the Shandleys, Kenny K, Les & Vince, Ms. Anna Visconti & the Countless others 
that continue to send us tabs to help others! 

 
Last Wednesday night, the PRMH was illuminated with Over 20,000 Holiday lights.  Each of these 

lights signified a minimum donation of $15.  This money helps PRMH support the families who will find 
it necessary to stay at PRMH while their seriously ill children are being treated at area hospitals during 
the Holiday season.   

It’s not simply the emotional strain the Families must endure, but also the financial impact.  Just the 
daily out-of-pocket expenses reach far beyond most family’s resources.  While families are asked to pay a 
$15 per night guest fee, over 65% can’t afford to pay this daily expense.  And No Family is Turned Away 
for the inability to pay.  Last year, PRMH provided housing and complimentary guest services such as 
van transportation and meals for Over 1,750 Families from 48 States and 16 Countries! 

 
It’s Not Too Late to make a contribution to “Light A Light – Share A Night” at PRMH.  Thanks to 

Good Friends like “Twink” & Family for again making their annual contribution to this Worthy Cause!   
 
With the Winter Holidays upon us, we want to remind you about today, around the World, dedicated 

to remembering All of Children that have died.  Communities All Over the World will be participating in 
this 10th Annual event by lighting candles at 7 pm, as a Worldwide Wave of Light, in each respective time 
zone at 7pm.  You and your Family can participate separately or as a group. Please go to 
/www.compassionatefriends.org for more information. 

 
I realize that this update is Long Overdue and Truly apologize for that.  We Hope that we’ll be able to 

send out more frequent updates noting our continued progress. 
On behalf of the countless families of sick children from at Ronald McDonald Houses All Over the 

World, Thanks Again So Much To Each and Every Person, Group and Organization that has helped us in 
one way or another.  I’m sorry that I Always forget to identify people that have helped us out.  Please 
know that You Are All Truly Appreciated ! ! !  �  We Wish You All a Wonderful & Safe Holiday & New 
Year, With Much More Happiness Yet To Come ! ! !   �   Thank you for helping to Make a Difference 
in the Lives of others!  ��� �  
 

Hug your Kids, God Bless You All & Keep Those Tabs Coming !  �  
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Best Wishes During this Holiday Season and for a Prosperous New Year, 
 

Chuck 
 

      Chuck Dolan  
SJDMF Administrator 
  Chuck@fysd.com 
 
     "A Hundred Years from Now . . . 
     it will not matter what my bank account was, 
     the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove . . .  
    But the World Might Be Different Because I Was Important 
 
      In the Life of a Child . . . " 


